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January 27, 2026
To the Honorable [name]:

I am writing to you today as a member of the Pennsylvania Counseling Association, urging you to support legislation that would allow Pennsylvania to join the Interstate Counseling Compact. Currently, HB 668 and SB 604 are waiting to be voted out of committees, with the Senate Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure committee slated to consider the legislation on Wednesday, February 4, 2026. Pennsylvania counselors are eager to join counselors in 39 other states who are part of the Compact, which will increase access to mental healthcare and enhance the counseling workforce across the country, and we hope you will help us move this legislation forward as soon as possible. 

The Pennsylvania Counseling Association represents thousands of professional counselors across the Commonwealth, as well as the clients we serve. Pennsylvanians are suffering. We are currently experiencing a mental health crisis across the state; joining the Counseling Compact would help to address this crisis. As Reps. O’Mara and Brennan pointed out in their memorandum for HB 668, almost ¼ of all adults live with mental health concerns, and almost half of adults will meet the criteria for diagnosis of a mental health disorder during their lifetime. Waitlists are painfully long and many Pennsylvanians are not able to access care. Joining the Interstate Counseling Compact will allow Pennsylvania to:
· Join the majority of the country participating in this Compact. Currently 39 states and the District of Columbia all participate, including all neighboring states except New York.
· Have access to an expanded network of mental healthcare providers, reducing wait times and improving overall quality of life.
· Improve workforce opportunities for Pennsylvania’s counselors. At present, we are at a competitive disadvantage compared to professionals practicing in Compact states.
· Provide improved care by allowing for continuity in mental health services for Pennsylvania residents who may leave the state for a period of time (e.g. members of our military and their families, college students, etc.)

In short, Pennsylvanians are at a significant disadvantage because our state has not yet joined most of the country in the Counseling Compact. Citizens of the Commonwealth are lacking access to care, and professional counselors are limited in workforce opportunities that cause us to lag behind.

We thank you for your attention and urge you to consider supporting this important legislation. 


Thank you,



[Name]
Member
Pennsylvania Counseling Association
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